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Schloss Laeken near Brussels, which was addressed
to the Belgians and to the inhabitants of the
provinces on the left bank of the Rhine. We have
the wording of it; the old sonorous periods roll
forth once more, and for the last time:

The momentary successes of my enemies had de-
tached you for a brief space from my Empire. In
my exile on a rock in the sea I heard your laments.
The God of weapons has determined the fate of your
fine provinces. Napoleon is in your midst! You are
worthy to be Frenchmen! Rise in a body! Join my
invincible phalanxes to annihilate the remnants of the
barbarians who are your enemies as well as mine!
They have taken to flight with rage and despair in
their hearts.

Surely greater pride never went before a fall!

On the morning of the i6th, while Ney attacked
Quatre-Bras, Grouchy was ordered to take
Sombreffe where Napoleon expected that he
would find at most but one corps of the Prussian
army, but where, as we know, three corps were
in reality assembled. Grouchy made his attack
from the south sending word to Ney who, as he
imagined, would soon have completed the capture
of Quatre-Bras, to fall on the Prussians in the rear.
The "battle began at half-past two and the forces
stood 86,000 to 78,000 in favour of the Prussians;
but the lay of the land and the fact that in antici-
pation of the aid of the English too large a force
had been sent to guard the line of communication